
the common good 
Greenham Common Trust
Liberty House, 
Greenham Business Park,
Newbury, 
Berkshire RG19 6HW

T: 01635 817444      
F: 01635 817555
enquiries@greenham-common-trust.co.uk 

www.greenham-common-trust.co.uknewsletter 26
autumn 2014

£26 million in grants in 17 yearsHow has 

Greenham

Common

Trust

helped 

the local 

community 

since it 

was 

founded 

in 1997?

Nearly £1 million in public donations have been made 
to local causes through the Trust's revolutionary 

local fundraising website www.findmeagrant.org

Over 1,000 local organisations 
and community projects 

have benefitted from grants

£3.1 million to renovate, refurbish or 
rebuild nearly 100 local village halls 

and community buildings  

£3.6 million in grants 
last year alone

£100,000 a year for Newbury's 
renowned free outdoor arts events

£500,000 in match funding 
towards the proposed Ark Cancer 

Centre in north Hampshire
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Torftech Energy Ltd has submitted plans to build a 

biomass plant at Greenham Business Park which will 

provide enough clean energy for the equivalent of 

12,000 households.

Images:
Architect's impression of the 
new biomass plant from 
the east, north, west and 
south
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The biomass 

plant will 

create  

sustainable 

energy  for 

the National 

Grid, via 

a local 

substation

The plant, which will burn renewable sources of clean waste wood and 
will provide jobs in construction and operations, will take advantage of 
Torftech's cutting edge patented gasification process, invented down 
the road in Mortimer by company Chairman Christopher Dodson OBE.
 
To minimise any visual impact the plant will be located in the northwest 
corner of the Business Park and will be screened by the existing 
Handpost Gully (SSSI woodland) to the east, south and west of the 
biomass plant site. It will be further screened by additional landscaping.

Torftech's Business Development Manager, Oliver Harrison, said: "The 
biomass plant will provide low carbon energy supply - offsetting the need 
for fossil fuels and saving an estimated 36,000 metric tonnes of CO2 per 
year. Now more than ever the UK needs to address increased demand, 
increased costs and increased reliance on conventional power."

Torftech hopes to use the plant as an educational tool, with tours 
around the facility, to help teach young people, schools and the 
community  about the benefits of renewable and sustainable energy 
production.

Curridge Primary School has been powering their school using a 
biomass woodchip boiler for the last five years and the carbon neutral 
boiler has helped to change pupils' and teachers' views about living 
more sustainable lives. Headteacher Marilyn Dollard said: "Many of the 
pupils have been involved in developing Curridge School's sustainability 
credentials and have become both knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
about our vision."

The unique gasification technology has the added advantage of 
producing heat as a by-product which has been offered to business 
park tenants. It also produces Biochar - a form of charcoal.
The majority (~70%) of the biomass feedstock (clean waste wood) will 
be sourced locally from within a 50-mile radius to reduce CO2 
emissions.

An independent noise survey has been carried out to ensure that any 
audible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum. Torftech has made a 
commitment to ensure noise levels do not rise above the ambient levels 
on the park.

Traffic generated from the site will be eight HGV movements a day with 
an additional movement every alternate day plus up to 12 staff vehicle 
movement every eight hours - no more than existing small to medium 
business on the park and well within agreed planning permission limits.

Greenham Common Trust Chief Executive Chris Boulton said: "The Trust 
is wholeheartedly in support of the Torftech's biomass plant proposal as 
part of our contribution to sustainable development and energy 
generation from renewable and low carbon sources."
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Greenham Common Trust has 

appointed Chris Boulton as its 

new Chief Executive, to lead the 

charitable trust, its business park 

and other assets through 

its next exciting chapter

"I would like to thank the 
Trust's Board for giving me 
this exciting opportunity to 

continue to grow and develop 
what has become one of

 the region's most important
 social investment and 

development charities."
Chris Boulton

Chief Executive

Greenham Common Trust has appointed Chris Boulton as 
its new Chief Executive to lead the charitable trust, its 
business park and other assets through its next exciting 
chapter.

Chris, aged 50, is a real estate professional with a career 
at executive and board level spanning 30 years. He lives 
with his wife Jennifer and his youngest child, Arthur in 
Highclere where he served on the parish council and has 
become happily involved in village and community life for 
the last 15 years. 

Chris takes over from Stuart Tagg who has led Greenham 
Common Trust from its conception in 1997. It has been 
transformed from a handful of former military buildings 
with tenants generating around £20,000 a year in 
charitable grants into one of the region's primary business 
parks with around 150 businesses, 1,400 employees plus 
other assets, generating £3.6m a year for the local 
community in 2013/14. 

He has been CEO of Yoo, a branded residential and hotel 
design and development business since 2006 where he 
was responsible for the group's business development, 
joint ventures and hiring licensed designers such as 
Dragon's Den star Kelly Hoppen. 

He has held a number of senior positions in real estate. He 
was CEO of UK based property consultancy, Lambert Smith 
Hampton and also Group Property Director at serviced 
office provider, Regus during its IPO. He was also a partner 
of CB Hillier Parker.

Chris is also the chairman of the Business Development 
Board of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors. 
He says: "I would like to thank the Trust's Board for giving 
me this exciting opportunity to continue to grow and 
develop what has become one of the region's most 
important social investment and development charities. 
The legacy the Trust has built in the local community is 
phenomenal and it is my job to ensure that the trust plays 
an important part in resolving the social and economic 
challenges our communities face."  

Chris is well aware of the challenges entrepreneurs face, 
having been involved in a number of small businesses.
He describes himself as someone with a "social 
conscience" who enjoys participating in growing and 
developing communities and, being a keen cyclist, 
currently serves as a volunteer cycling coach for young 
cyclists in at Palmer Park Velo in Reading and for Newbury 
Road Club.

Greenham Common Trust Chairman Sir Peter Michael said: 
"We knew it was going to take an exceptional candidate to 
fill Stuart's considerable shoes but we believe we have 
found one in Chris Boulton.  There is no doubt Chris has 
the experience but he also has the dynamism, courage 
and innovation that only an entrepreneur can bring to 
deliver new innovations that will drive this organisation 
forward, creating new jobs and continuing to grow the 
charitable income which has changed the lives of so many 
thousands of people in this area." Chris geared up for 

Cycle to Work Day



helping local people

As well as giving nearly £125,000 in 
reactive grants, the Trust administered 
£32,527 in Gift Aid and also match 
funded £98,370 in public donations to 
applications on findmeagrant.

Dingley Family and Specialist Early 
Years  Centre in Newbury was awarded 
a £10,000 which enabled the charity to 
employ a new Early Years Practitioner 
to support its core activities of home 
visits to families, assessments of needs 
and structured one-to-one and group 
play sessions for children with learning 
disabilities.
 
Liz McDaniel, who raises funds for all 3 
Dingley Centres across Berkshire, said it 
is becoming increasingly difficult for 
charities to attract funding for vital core 
activities.
  
"We find many funders believe that 
West Berkshire is an affluent area and 
can be reluctant to support local 
charities who deal with the real and, 
sometimes, hidden problems in the 
area," she added.

The Streatley 'Wild Woods' Project 
received £2,500 from Greenham 
Common Trust in 2014, through its 
Reactive Grant scheme and 50% of a 
£3,000 Vibrant Villages grant. The most 
recent part of the project has been to 
convert the smaller wooded portion of 
the meadow into an exciting area for 
children to play and learn.

Dr Nicola Swan, Chair of Streatley 
Charitable Trust, said: "The funding 
enabled us to develop a nature 
adventure game based on species 
found naturally in the wild woods. It 
includes an interactive map of the 
woods showing where you might find 
the badgers, squirrels, bats, owls, mini-
beasts and other woodland creatures."

Greenham Common Trust gave nearly £225,000 

in its latest grant round to 71 local organisations 

who submitted applications to its groundbreaking 

fundraising website www.findmeagrant.org 

Photos:

A one-to-one play session 
at Dingley Family and 
Specialist Early Years  
Centre

Playing with paint at Dingley

Local schoolchildren 
discover the nature on their 
doorsteps in Streatley

Board showing what can 
be seen in Streatley Wild 
Woods

www.greenham-common-trust.co.ukpage 4

the 
common 
good 

Greenham Common Trust is currently 
re-developing findmeagrant to offer 
even more exciting services to help 
local charities and community 
organisations reach their fundraising 
targets. 

The Trust is very interested to hear from 
new grant making organisations who 
would like to register with findmeagrant 
in West Berkshire and north Hampshire 
and also for organisations with 
experience of the voluntary sector to 
manage findmeagrant in Hampshire 
and other areas. Please contact Julian 
May on 01635 817407 or email 
julian@greenham-common-trust.co.uk 
for more information.

You can make 
applications for funding 
on findmeagrant at any 
time.  Just visit 
www.findmeagrant.org, 
select where you operate 
(West Berkshire or 
Hampshire) and click 
'Apply for a Grant'.

Greenham 

Common 

Trust is one of 

the few local 

funding 

bodies that 

awards 

funding for 

core activities 

and day-to-

day running 

costs



One recent beneficiary of a £30,000 CBIP 
grant is a new Boxford Village Hall. 

The new building sits proudly on the edge 
of the recreation ground, which has 
already become a magnet for families 
and others, with its modern and safe 
childrens' playground and tennis courts.  
There is a large attractive covered 
veranda with a view over the recreation 
ground to the village nestling in the 
hollow below.

The new Hall has two areas which, being 
sound-proofed, can be used at the same 
time.  The Teddy Bear's pre-school has 
primary use of the first space, while the 
second is available at the same time for 
community activities and meetings.  With 
flexibility in mind at other times, one large 
hall can be created by using both spaces.  
There are all the usual facilities, including 
a well-equipped kitchen and 

The Trust has committed £3.1m 

in matched funding 

to renovate, refurbish or rebuild 

nearly 100 local village halls 

and other community buildings
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building communities

Photos:

The old and new 
Boxford Village Hall 

Ufton Court Adventure
and Woolton Hill Church 
Hall - two other recipients
of CBIP funding from 
the Trust

CBIP was set up 
to contribute up 
to 50% of capital 
asset 
improvement 
costs for 
community 
halls, pavilions 
and other 
shared spaces. 
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The latest round of the Trust's Community 
Buildings Improvement Programme (CBIP) 
has committed to funding up to:

£30,000 for Beedon Village Hall
£200,000 for Bradfield Village Hall
£100,000 for Douai Park Sports 
Pavilion
£8,000 for Falkland Cricket Club 
clubhouse
£30,000 for Frilsham Village Hall
£25,000 for Kennet District 
Gymnastic Centre
£75,000 for Mary Hare School 
Swimming Pool
£70,000 for Newbury Canoe Club 
£15,000 St Peter's Church, 
Woolhampton
£100,000 for the renovation of St. 
Birinus Church, Calcot, into a 
Community Centre
£75,000 for St Catherine's Centre, 
Reading
£100,000 for St Mary's Church, 
Purley
£100,000 for St Nicolas Church, 
Newbury
£75,000 for the conversion of St 
Peters Church, Ufton Nervet, to a 
Cultural Community Centre
£65,000 for a new Youth Centre for 
Tadley
£50,000 for a new Clubhouse for 
Thatcham Rugby Club
£80,000 for Woolton Hill Church Hall

changing rooms with showers for those 
using the sports field and tennis courts.

It is a remarkable building.  With 8 solar 
panels, water from a well, a heat pump, 
and LED lighting, it is estimated that the 
hall's energy consumption will be zero 
and the building also fits in well with the 
environment - a model for what a small 
parish hall should be.

Wendy Dacey, Community Building 
Advisor for the Community Council for 
Berkshire, said: "This is the first new 
village hall to be built in West Berkshire for 
a very long time and it is very impressive".

Popular novelist, journalist and 
broadcaster Sebastian Faulks, who lives 
locally, officially opened the new-look 
Boxford Village Hall on Sunday 7th 
September.
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English Provender Company (EPC) 
supplies a wide range of products 
including chutneys, table sauces, 
ingredients, salad dressings, 
marinades and world foods. The 
company's brands include The English 
Provender Co., Very Lazy and 
represents Newman's Own, the 'all 
profits to charity' brand in Europe.  
Customers include, among others, 
major supermarket chains.

The food manufacturing company was 
founded locally in 1991 and moved to 
the business park in 1995, becoming 
one of the Trust's first tenants. At that 
time EPC had an annual turnover of £4 
million, and employed around 40 
people, working 2 production lines.  

EPC has steadily and regularly 
increased its footprint on the park from 
16,000 sq ft in 1995 to 140,400 in 2014, 
including the building of a state-of-the-
art major new manufacturing facility in 
2004.

The business now has a turnover of 
£90 million and employs over 400 staff 
at Greenham Business Park, now 
housed in three modern and 
refurbished buildings newly named 
'Innovate', 'Create' and 'Deliver'.  EPC 
now runs 12 production lines and sells 
over 900 products.

the 
common 
good 

English 

Provender 

Company is 

one of the 

largest 

manufacturers 

of mayonnaise 

in the UK

Photos:

'Innovate', 'Create' and  
'Deliver' - EPC buildings on 
Greenham Business Park

The new boardroom 
complex in the 'Innovate' 

building

EPC staff work on new taste 
ideas in the development 

kitchen in 'Innovate'

Words mounted on the wall 
of the reception area in 

'Innovate' provide a clue to 
EPC's success
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A new Innovation Centre for 

English Provender Company

on Greenham Business Park

'Innovate', EPC's latest building, which 
is home to a development kitchen and 
customer presentation facilities, was 
opened this summer by Richard 
Benyon, MP.  Visitors to the opening 
were treated to a range of delicious 
nibbles and drinks, culminating in a 
Green Thai Curry prepared, using EPC 
ingredients, by TV chef Aldo Zilli in the 
kitchen which is part of the light and 
airy new boardroom complex.

David Garland, Commercial Director at 
English Provender, said: "Innovation is 
at the heart of our business and has 
fuelled our growth over the past 10 
years. The investment in our extensive 
new Innovation Centre is testament to 
our passion for food and our 
commitment to deliver inspired, great 
tasting food products for our brands 
and our customers"   

Mr Benyon said at the opening: "I am 
delighted to be a part of the opening, 
and part of this new investment into 
manufacturing in Newbury. English 
Provender Company provides a 
significant number of local employment 
opportunities and it's fantastic to see 
the business continue to grow."  He 
also thanked the Trust for the important 
role the business park plays in 
supporting the local economy.

Aldo Zilli begins the
preparation of a
Green Thai Curry
using a range of
EPC's 'Very Lazy'
ingredients
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spectacular outdoor events

Photos:
The Berkshire Giant (a former

outdoor event character) 
welcomes visitors 

to the opening of 101

Mel Stevens performs at
the opening of 101

Furious Folly - the latest
spectacular outdoor event
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The first outdoor arts creation 
space of its kind in the UK has 
been opened thanks to support 
from Greenham Common Trust

101 Outdoor Arts Creation Space, based 
at Greenham Business Park, is a unique 
creative building that offers artists who 
work in outdoor arts a dedicated space to 
conceive, make, rehearse and perform 
work before being presented locally in 
Newbury, nationally or internationally.

The building, like several to be found 
elsewhere in Europe but not previously in 
the UK, has a fully equipped workshop 
and production facilities, large-scale 
performance and rehearsal areas, aerial 
circus equipment and artist 
accommodation in the form of vintage 
caravans.

The project builds on the growing 
reputation of the Outdoor Events 
programme, which has featured both 
national and international artist. The 
programme has regularly attracted 

audiences in their thousands, eager to 
view the amazing spectacles on the 
streets of Newbury.

The official opening of 101 took place in  
June, and featured a chance to see some 
street acrobatics from No Fit State Circus 
in rehearsal.  Also featured was local 
disabled aerial artist, Mel Stevens, gave a 
performance of extraordinary agile grace 
within the building’s rehearsal space.  
Mel, a dancer who broke her back 10 
years ago, found that her injuries were 
greatly helped by aerial work and 
improved enough to enable her to take 
part in performances for the London 2012 
Paralympic Games.  She now works with 
the organisation Aim to Fly.

2,500 people attended the latest offering 
from the outdoor events programme - this 
time situated on the green field site of 
Northcroft Park; a short distance from the 
centre of Newbury.

In Furious Folly, Mark Anderson and his 
team of talented performers and 
technicians blended powerful anti-war 
statements with a dozen home-made 
crow scarers, substantial quantities of 
pyrotechnics, live performance and a 
battery of automated percussion 
instruments to create the authenticity of 

Outdoor Events for Autumn and Winter

Skeleton Ball
Saturday 1st November - the Halloween Family Festival continues for a
 second year full of Halloween activities and prizes.
www.cornexchangenew.com/events/info/skeleton-ball1

 

Festival of Light
Sunday 14th December - the 5th Lantern Parade in Newbury Town Centre.
www.cornexchangenew.com/events/info/festival-of-light-lantern-procession1

the battlefield in this fully immersive 
performance commemorating the 
onslaught of WW1.

The outcome was a truly spectacular, 
disturbing but sensitive, disorientating but 
absorbing artistic event that left many of 
the audience emotionally moved. 

One Twitter user said: "A brave, un-
celebration of the carnage of WW1. 
Spectacular, brilliant and thought 
provoking. Thank you."

Furious Folly - commemorating 
WW1 with a thought-provoking and  

extraordinary outdoor spectacle

The Outdoor Events 
Programme is 
funded by both 
Greenham 
Common Trust & 
Arts Council 
England and is run 
by the Corn 
Exchange 
Newbury.
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preserving our heritage

West Berkshire Museum 

has reopened its doors 

after nearly four years, 

with the help of £184,687

in grants from the Trust

The funding from the Trust for the refurbishment of the museum and the preservation of 
its two historic buildings came in the form of two grants in 2012 and 2014 totalling 
£181,696. A further £2,991 was paid in matched funding for public donations on the 
Trust's fundraising website www.findmeagrant.org.   

West Berkshire Executive Councillor, Hilary Cole, said: “Although the bulk of the funding 
came from the Heritage Lottery Fund, a big thankyou is due to Greenham Common 
Trust for their generous contribution of more than £180,000, and to the Headley Trust 
for their £40,000. Many thanks, too, to the museum ‘Friends’ who raised contributions 
from the Englefield Charitable Trust, the Gerald Palmer Eling Trust, the Sackler Trust, and 
the Colefax Trust. Newbury Building Society also contributed £150.”

West Berkshire Council says it is delighted at public reaction to the new museum.  
Opening for a 'soft launch' on August bank holiday, it had 1,541 visitors in its first week, 
and there has been a steady flow since then.

The historic cloth hall and corn stores, in which the museum is housed, have been 
restored and linked by a new building, allowing not only the total exhibition area to 
increase by a third but also a complete refurbishment of the display space as well as 
improved visitor facilities and children's activities. Staff have also been working on the 
learning opportunities that the new museum creates for local schools .  

In preparation for the opening, volunteers checked and packed almost 20,000 artifacts. 
The displays in the ten new 'Story Stores' will be change every few months so that the 
museum's collections will be used to their full potential. 

The aim has been to create a museum which encourages visitors to discover the past, 
engage with the present and think about the future of West Berkshire. And reaction so 
far suggests this has indeed been achieved. Comments posted online include: 'It feels 
like a real community museum', 'It seems that every penny has been wisely spent', 
'Great museum and building', and 'History in style! We like what they've done with the 
museum - well worth a drop in to look around.'

Trust Chief Executive, Chris Boulton, said: "The Trust is delighted to have helped with this 
sympathetic integration of the old and the new and to have helped West Berkshire 
Museum offer local people the chance to see exhibits not only from all over the world, 
but also from the local area."

West Berkshire 

Museum is open 

from Wednesdays 

to Sundays (and 

Bank Holidays) 

10am-4pm. 

Admission is free


