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Greenham Common Trust continues to help community 

organisations improve their facilities with recent funding 

going towards a new adventure playground in Brimpton 

and the refurbishment of Ecchinswell Village Hall

Chris Tarrant 
opens the new
Brimpton C of E 
Primary School
playground

Hutchins said: "We have converted the 
two old changing rooms into three, also 
we have created a new one from the old 
lounge. A new toilet and rest room are 
ongoing. This allows us to play two 
matches with both genders and different 
ages at the same time."
 
"Our goal was only achieved by a Section 
106 grant gained for us by the parish 
council, a community building grant 
awarded by Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council plus match funding from 
Greenham Common Trust."

Currently the changing room building is 
near to completion. A new access to the 
balcony room, in the main hall, is in the 
process of being built. 

The latest Community Buildings 
Improvement Programme grant has 
allowed Brimpton C of E Primary School to 
build new climbing frames and scramble 
nets and to replace outdated facilities 
which had fallen into disrepair.  

TV Personality Chris Tarrant, who lives 
locally, cut the ribbon to officially open the 
£12,000 playground while surrounded by 
pupils who were eager to try out the new 
play equipment.

He said: "I think it's just a great idea, it's 
going to be good fun not just for the kids 
but for the community.

Joint chairwoman of governors for 
Brimpton School Patricia Brims, who 

shares the role with Janet Main, said: "We 
have seen how much the children are 
enjoying their adventure playground, and 
now this is their chance, with me, to say 
thank you for making it possible."

She extended her thanks to others who 
had helped fund the scheme, including 
Brimpton Parish Council, Wasing Estates, 
the Mount Charity, Englefield Charitable 
Trust, Barclays Bank and Vibrant Villages.

The CBIP has also assisted Ecchinswell 
Village Hall in their plans to refurbish the 
playing fields' changing rooms, repair the 
roof and create a new lounge for local 
and visiting teams.

Treasurer of Eccinswell Village Hall Chris 

The 
Community 
Buildings 
Improvement 
Programme is 
a £1.8m 
funding 
stream 
designed to 
improve or 
replace 
community 
assets.  It is 
now fully 
committed.



The money will help the NWN buy and distribute over 
2,200 Christmas food parcels to elderly residents in 
Newbury, Thatcham and Hungerford and many of the 
surrounding villages. 

The cost of these food parcels each year is over £20,000 
and so far £1,676 has been raised in donations so there is 
a long way to go. 
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the season of good will

Joanne Fulker, who organises the Over 80s Parcel Fund, said: "For 
many of these people, who have no family or whose family live many 
miles away, the knock on the door and the company for a few minutes 
is what they look forward to each year before Christmas."

The Parcel Fund is a truly local charity and started over 100 years ago 
as the Two T's Fund, delivering tobacco and tea to elderly residents at 
the workhouse in Newbury, known as the 'House on the Hill'. 

More than 100 people from voluntary groups, companies and schools 
get involved each December to ensure that everything runs smoothly.

The Parcel Fund is also supported by Sainsbury's which helps with the 
food and collection and distribution. Other supporters include  
Newbury Building Society, Rivar Ltd, Castle Windows, Greenham Parish 
Council, Kintbury Parish Council and several local schools.

If you are thinking of holding a fundraising event please contact 
Joanne Fulker who can arrange a photographer to come along and 
publicise it.  Email jo.fulker@newburynews.co.uk

A sports quiz night is being held on Thursday November 21 at the 
Bowlers Arms, Enborne Street to help raise cash for the Parcel Fund.
 
If you want to make a donation now go online to 
www.findmeagrant.org, select West Berkshire and Live Applications, 
then type WB10650 into the keyword search then click make a 
donation. Your donation will be matched by Greenham Common Trust 
and we will administer Gift Aid on your behalf so the NWN can reach 
its target sooner. "If you donate online, please also email me so I am 
able to thank you for your donation," added Joanne.
 
Alternatively, if you don't have access to a computer please send a 
cheque made payable to 'NWN Over 80s' Christmas Parcel Fund' to Jo 
Fulker, Newspaper House, Faraday Road, Newbury Berkshire RG14 
2DW.

Greenham Common Trust has agreed to give 
Newbury Weekly News' Over 80s Parcel 

Fund up to £12,000 in matched funding 
to help bring some Christmas cheer 
to elderly residents living in the district.   

Parcels of
 Christmas cheer



Ablaze was the latest instalment in the popular free Outdoor Events programme, managed by the 
Corn Exchange and funded by Greenham Common Trust and Arts Council England.
 
This September, in celebration of the venue's 20th year as a theatre, the Corn Exchange staged their 
most exciting event yet, Ablaze. 

As night fell, the public were invited to stroll along the waterways as they were brought to life by 
dozens of flickering braziers, fire artists, giant fire horns, spinning fire vortexes and mesmerising 
music.  

Simon Chatterton, Corn Exchange Outdoor Arts Producer said: "I have wanted to make this event 
happen for years now. Newbury's canals are one of the town's hidden gems. We can't wait to 
transform them into something spectacular." 

Katy Griffiths, Director of the Corn Exchange says: "We were delighted by the turnout over the 
weekend. The atmosphere at the event was really lovely and we've had so much great feedback so 
far. We wanted to create a magical world in Newbury and it seems like we certainly achieved that."

Music was performed by renowned acoustic act Spiro, Bristol's Three Cane Whale and innovative 
cellist Emily Burridge. 
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spectacular outdoor events

Skeleton Ball 
Saturday November 2 
The Corn Exchange, Newbury.

2pm - Families and Young Children (Up to 10 
years) - Free (booking required)
5pm - Families (All Ages) - Free (booking 
required)
9pm - Adults Only (18+) - Tickets £8 (£7.20 
Students)

Monsters, witches, ghosts and ghouls are invited!  A spook-tacular evening 
of activities including a bone-jangling disco dancing competition, a prize for 
the best costume, family-fun events and more. The fiery and flamboyant 
Molotov Jukebox will be performing at the 5pm and 9pm events. They have 
become internationally renowned for their unique style, ranging from gypsy 
to swing, through Latin soul and calypso to disco and dubstep.

Winter Lantern Procession 2013
If you want to get into the Christmas spirit why not take part in the Winter Lantern Procession on Sunday December 15th.
Bring your friends and family to one of the lantern making workshops below and then join in the magical procession down 
Northbrook Street to the Market Place from 4pm.
Or just come and absorb the atmosphere. Participation is free and no booking is required.
   
Lantern Making Workshops

Sunday 1 December and *Sunday 30 November - New Greenham Arts
Saturday 7 December - The Waterside Centre, Newbury.

*The workshop on Sunday 30 November is Lantern Making for the Brave - for those who have made lanterns before or are 
interested in making a more elaborate lantern.
All workshops are free. Booking required for Lantern Making For The Brave. Under 13s to be accompanied by an adult, and bring 
an old t-shirt as you may get messy!

Over 10,000 visitors came to watch the town's canals 

transformed into a magical world of fire and music 

in a show called Ablaze

Events to Come
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What's On this Autumn
Exhibition: Building Threads
16th – 31st October 
(includes Saturday 19th & 20th October).
Tangent Textiles, a group of enthusiastic textile 
artists, present new work based on Midlands 
architecture. You will find hand and machine stitch, 
painting, printing, quilting, felting, mixed media and 
more in this vibrant exhibition of contemporary 
stitched textiles.
 

Exhibition: Bags of Fun - Wild and Woolly
19th October - 31st October 
(includes Saturday 19th & 20th October)
Kennet Valley Spinners, Dyers and Weavers.  

Workshop: Patchwork Stars Spectacular
October 30th, November 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
1 - 4pm.   All abilities.  £12 per session.     
Tutor Brenda Sharp will cover six lovely star blocks 
from simple to advanced. Learn techniques while 
producing a spectacular set of blocks for a quilt or 
cushions. Instruction given in how to make up a 
quilt and cushions so that you can have lovely gifts 
all ready for Christmas.

Great Christmas Craft Fair 
Saturday 2nd November  10.30am – 4pm
Lots of lovely craftspeople and their wares. Come to 
buy, come for inspiration, or just to look. A great 
morning out.  If you are interested in having a stall 
at our craft fair this year or next please email 
octc@live.com 
 

Exhibition: Totally Technical Textiles
6th November – 7th December
Hazel Earl presents work using metal thread and 
lights woven and stitched as part of fabric to create 
soft, seamless, and cableless works of art which 
shimmer and glow. Also learn how to achieve the 
same effects at the workshop on 8th November, 
10am – 4pm.  Cost £25.

Workshop: Fabulous Bags
Thursday 28th November  10am - 4pm.  
£25.   All abilities.
Back by popular demand, come and make this 
really easy yet stunning and unique bag. Keep it 
yourself or, if you can bear it, give it away as a 
lovely Christmas gift. 

Demonstration: Suffolk Puff Christmas 
Decorations
Saturday 7th December  10.30am – 11am.  Free.

The National Needlework Archive, 
a national treasury of 
community needlework, 
is just a free bus ride away 
from Newbury Town Centre

Some of the 
exquisite 
works of 
needlework art 
that have been 
exhibited at the 
National 
Needlework 
Archive

The National Needlework Archive came 
into being in 1998 because of a desire 
to document the nation's Millennium 
needlework projects.

Today, based in the Old Chapel at 
Greenham Business Park, the Archive 
has expanded not only into a Museum 
of national community needlework but 
also into an Exhibition Centre with ever 
changing exhibits, a national 
needlework preservation studio, a 
library (both reference and lending), an 
archive used for academic research, a 
centre running workshops for the public 
and displaying exhibition stands all 
over the country, and a shop selling all 
manner of needlework supplies and 
books.  You can also get a cup of coffee 
and a cake.

It's all been achieved through donations 
- the Archive is a registered charity - 
and the hard work and dedication of 
the volunteers who run it and of Linda 
Connell whose original idea it was, and 
who is now the Archive's Director.

Starting in a small room in 
Southampton, the Archive received its 
first grant from the Millennium Fund for 
the Millennium needlework archiving 
project.  Soon it became apparent that 
the archiving of a whole range of other 
community needlework treasures was 
also needed. Needlework in churches, 
Women's Institutes, stately homes, 
theatres, hospitals, libraries, cinemas, 
clubs, pubs and even lighthouses is 
now being used to document a nation's 
history.  Fifteen years later, alongside all 
the other projects, the Millennium 
needlework archiving goes on, with 
over 1,000 projects still being 
documented from all over the country.

In 2009 The Archive acquired The 
Country Wife, a 4.5m x 5m  textile 
mural designed and stitched by 
Constance Howard, Head of Textiles at 
Goldsmith’s College, and her students 
for the Country Pavilion at the Festival of 
Britain in 1951.  The size of the mural 
meant that the Archive was in urgent 
need of new premises.  It was simply too 
big to fit into the room.  

Just as the economy was slumping, 
Linda and her colleagues began a 
nationwide search for somewhere 
where they could undertake the 
necessary conservation work on the 
mural, which was expected to take at 
least three years.  After looking at 
locations throughout the country, from 
stately homes to museums, it became 
apparent that long leases were hard to 
come by.   

Then Linda began trying Chambers of 
Commerce, and finally, with the help of 
Greenham Common Trust, found the 
space and long lease she needed on 
Greenham Business Park. The Archive 
moved into its new premises and 
opened its doors to the public in Autumn  
2009.  

Nowadays, when you drop in to see 
one of the exhibitions at the Old 
Chapel, you can watch the work being 
done on The Country Wife.  Volunteers 
are also being trained to work on the 
mural, under the supervision of 
consultant textile conservation 
specialists.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering for The Country Wife 
project in any way should contact 
Wendy Hickson at the National 
Needlework Archive on 
countrywife@live.co.uk

Linda Connell working on The Country Wife 

The Old Chapel,
Greenham Business Park

Volunteers welcome
The Archive always welcomes volunteers, and you 
don't have to be a keen stitcher.  If you would like 
to help with gardening, making coffee, serving in 
the shop, answering telephones, staffing the 
library, organising events, or manning exhibitions 
stands please contact the Archive on 01635 38740  
or email octc@live.com or nat.n.a@live.co.uk.

To get to the 
Old Chapel 
on Main St. 
at Greenham 
Business 
Park, you 
can either 
come by car 
or, Monday 
to Friday, 
catch the 
Trust's FREE 
shuttlebus, 
route 103, 
from 
Newbury Bus 
Station and 
back again.

www.nationalneedleworkarchive.org.uk

Opening 
Times
10am to 4pm 
Tuesday to Friday
and 10am – 4pm on the 
1st Saturday of the 
month 

plus other Saturdays, 
Sundays, and evenings 
as advertised for 
workshops, classes and 
events

The Old Chapel will be 
closed December from 
8th 2013 to January 31st 
2014 inclusive.

Prices
All exhibitions £4
The Country Wife Talk 
£2  (optional when 
visiting an exhibition).
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NORMA UK Ltd, part of the 
international NORMA Group, has been 
established in the UK for over 30 years 
now and since 2006, has been proud 
to provide a market leading range of 
clip, clamp and connector products 
from its Greenham Business Park 
headquarters in Newbury. 

After significant investment in both 
product development and service 
levels, NORMA UK has now achieved 
several large-scale, long-term contract 
wins. This success in both the 
manufacturing and distribution 
divisions means that a new 1,850 sq. 
m. building has been constructed 
alongside NORMA UK's existing 5000 
sq. m.  premises. This new facility will 
provide further manufacturing, 
warehousing and distribution 
amenities for the company and is a key 
step in satisfying both forecasted 
product demands and the needs of its 
customers. 

Commenting on the new building 
works, NORMA UK Managing Director 
Nick Martin said: "We're delighted that 
work has completed on our expanded 
facility. This new building is another 
important milestone in our 
development and is also a key step in 
our growth plans. Everyone within 
NORMA UK has contributed to the 
success of the company and we are all 
very proud of the achievements we 
have made." 

the 
common 
good 

The company acts as both strategic 
manufacturing centre for the Group's 
range of profile clamps as well as 
national distribution centre for the 
65,000+ products that are also 
produced within the Group, examples 
of which include hose clamps, pipe 
connections, retaining products, quick 
connectors, fluid systems and plastic 
connectors. Products are used 
throughout the OEM (Original 
Equipment Manufacturer), industrial 
and distribution market sectors, across 
a broad spectrum of applications and 
are accredited to numerous European 
and International quality standards. 

The continued success of 
engineering parts manufacturer 
and distributor NORMA UK Ltd  
has meant the recent expansion 
of its Greenham Business Park  
headquarters. 

NORMA UK Expansion 

Additional 1850 sq. m. of 
manufacturing & supply chain 
facilities 

Dedicated finished goods 
warehouse 

Increased core stockholding 

Photo L - R:

Nick Martin - NORMA UK - 
Managing Director 

Paul Britton - Thames Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Group - Head of Inward 
Investment & Reinvestment 

Gerry Doyle - NORMA 
Group - President EMEA 

Alex Burt - NORMA UK - 
Market Development 
Manager 

Stuart Tagg - Greenham 
Common Trust and 
Greenham Business Park 
Ltd - Chief Executive 

Tony Forward - Greenham 
Parish Council - Chairman

www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk
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The Trust finds a larger, more 

central home for the Community 

Furniture Project and West Berkshire 

Mencap Link Up, to allow two of the 

district's best known charities to 

continue to thrive and grow. 

The Trust has acquired a 40,000 plus 
sq. ft. building, off Hambridge Road in 
Newbury, for the two charities, double 
the size of their current home - The 
Slater Centre at Greenham Business 
Park.

The organisations required new 
premises following a steady expansion 
in training and employment schemes 
for disadvantaged people, many with 
physical and learning disabilities, giving 
both charities the opportunity for 
growth and development.

The Trust will prepare the building for 
occupation over the next three months 
and will continue to provide grants to 
cover the rent for the new 
accommodation so the two 
organisations can occupy it for free. 
  
Newbury Community Resource Centre 
Chief Executive Kelvin Hughes said: 
"This is fantastic news for us. Having 
twice as much space will enable us to 
continue with our core services such as 
the Community Furniture Project, where 
we recycle and sell furniture and white 
goods and more recent projects such 
as the bike recycling scheme. 
Greenham Common Trust has always 
been a key supporter of the Resource 
Centre and having larger and more 
convenient premises in the town centre 
will give us the potential to expand our 
existing services and develop new 
projects to give disadvantaged people 
even more opportunities to learn new 
skills and develop employment 
opportunities."

West Berkshire Mencap Chief Executive 
Leila Ferguson added: "As a non-profit 
making organisation Link Up relies on 
the generosity of organisations such as 
Greenham Common Trust to enable it 
to continue delivering valuable 
workshop skills, training and 
employment for adults with learning 
disabilities. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to innovate and grow our 
existing services." 
 
Meanwhile, condiments manufacturer 
English Provender Company has 
agreed to move into the soon to be 
vacant Slater Centre building next door 
to its current premises at Greenham 
Business Park. The new building will 
become a Centre for Innovation 
Excellence and house product 
development and marketing teams as 
well as production.

The existing site will be improved at the 
same time by expanding and 
improving staff facilities, with a bigger 
canteen and rest areas.

Stephen Hughes, English Provender 
Company Managing Director said: 
"Innovation is at the heart of everything 
we do. Our business continues to grow 
rapidly and we need more room. We 
currently employ over 350 people on 
site and are recruiting now for 
production and office based staff to 
share in our exciting growth plans. As 
one of the largest employers in 
Newbury, we are delighted to be 
investing locally and look forward to 
continuing the excellent working 
relationships with Greenham Common 
Trust and West Berkshire Council." 

The Community 
Furniture Project and 
Link Up in their premises 
at the Slater Centre

The Slater Centre - a 
new premises for the 

English Provender 
Company

growing charities
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opera for all

a fabulous evening of world class 

opera, courtesy of Greenham 

Common Trust, Opera Brava and 

Southern Sinfonia
Greenham Common Trust in partnership 
with Opera Brava will be hosting their 
sixth opera together - Tosca by Puccini - 
a heart-wrenching tale of love, betrayal 
and murder.

Tosca is set in Rome during the 
Napoleonic Wars at the turn of the 19th 
Century. The malevolent villain, Baron 
Scarpia, Chief of Police, ruthlessly pursues 
and tortures enemies of the state. 
Escaped political prisoner Cesare 
Angelotti, a supporter of Bonaparte's 
invasion, takes refuge in his friend the 
painter Mario Cavaradossi's villa. Here 
they try and hatch a plan for Angelotti to 
escape from Rome. Meanwhile, the 
singer Floria Tosca mistakenly believes 
her lover Cavaradossi is having an affair 
and is tricked into revenge by the evil 
Scarpia.   

The Trust has been holding subsidised 
operas for local families since 2005 and 
has built up a dedicated following of 
supporters.

The open air performance of Tosca will 
be staged in front of the Grandstand at 
Newbury Racecourse on Saturday 12th 
July, 2014. 

Guests are very welcome to bring their 
own chairs and picnics to the event or sit 
on the grandstand steps or the artificial 
grass and picnic tables provided.

Opera Brava's Artistic Director, Bronek 
Pomorski said: "Come and enjoy a 
fabulous evening of opera for the whole 
family. Watch the sunset over the 
beautiful countryside while you listen to 
some awe-inspiring arias."    

A licensed bar will be available on the first 
floor of the grandstand which will be 
open from 6pm when the gates open.

Advanced tickets for Tosca cost just £5 
(£10 on the gate and under 16s free) from 
the Corn Exchange Newbury, 
www.cornexchangenew.com, call the Box 
Office on 0845 521 8218 or visit the 
theatre in the Market Place in Newbury. 

Members of the audience 
enjoying a picnic

at last year's
 Opera for All

 performance of
 Rigoletto

 at Newbury
 Racecourse

Tosca
Puccini's masterpiece

7pm, Saturday 12th July 2014
Newbury Racecourse

Watch out for more information soon in the local 
media and on www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk 
and on our facebook page.


