
Following the record-breaking audience of
over 1,500 people at last year's Opera for All
event at Newbury Racecourse, the Trust is
once again teaming up with nationally
recognised opera company Opera Brava
who will be performing Puccini's finest score.

The opera, which is heavily subsidised, is
part of the Trust's charitable initiative to make
all genres of music and the arts accessible to
the local community in West Berkshire and
North Hampshire. The Trust is also
supporting West Berkshire Minority Ethnic
Forum's free Culture Fest, which is being held
during the day on June 11th at the
racecourse before the opera - an event
celebrating the rich diversity of culture in our
local communities. 

As a prelude to the weekend of culture, we
have asked Opera Brava to work with The
Willows Primary School children in Greenham
to put on a junior opera of Prince Caspian.
Their efforts culminate in an open air
performance on Friday June 10th before the
main event at Newbury Racecourse. 

The Trust will
be hosting
La Bohème 
on Saturday
June 11th as
part of a
summer
weekend of
culture and
entertainment

the common good

Local people
enjoying a picnic

at last year’s
performance of 
The Magic Flute

Opera Brava
performance of
Prince Caspian

Liberty House, Greenham Business Park, 

Newbury, Berkshire RG19 6HW

T: 01635 817444    F: 01635 817555              

enquiries@greenham-common-trust.co.uk

The Trust's chief executive Stuart Tagg says: "Opera
for All is a fantastic opportunity for the whole
community to experience a professional, high quality
opera at an affordable price. So if you've never been
to an opera before why not come down, bring a
picnic and enjoy a wonderful evening out. What
could be better than sipping a glass of wine,
watching the sun set and listening to some of the
finest opera in the country?"

Tickets cost just £10 (£8 concessions / children free)
and are available from the Corn Exchange in
Newbury, 01635 522733 or by visiting
www.cornexchangenew.com.
For more information please visit 
www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk
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Win a Picnic Hamper 
and a pair of free tickets 

to see La Bohème
To win simply answer this question:

           When and where was the 
            world premiere of La Bohème? 

                   Please email your answer with a contact telephone no. 
                     to julian@greenham-common-trust.co.uk or post it to 

                         Opera Competition, Greenham Common Trust, 
                            Liberty House, Greenham Business Park, Newbury, 

                         Berkshire RG19 6HW

                                    A winner will be drawn
                                       after the closing date of May 31st.  

 



A horticultural
therapy
project, set up
with the help
of the Trust, is
hosting an
open day on
Saturday 
May 21st 
to raise
awareness
and funds

The project is holding a free 'Food Smiles

Day' between 10am and 4pm on May 21st

with plant sales, competitions, hanging

basket making and lots of fun events for

the whole family to help people learn

about the project and how they can

volunteer and get involved. 

Growing2gether is a fruit and vegetable

growing project for those with physical and

learning difficulties at Cottismore Park

nursery between Headley and Kingsclere

(RG20 4SY). 

The Trust bought the Cottismore Nursery

site in 2009 for Newbury Community

Resource Centre (NCRC) and West

Berkshire Mencap to build a horticultural

therapy project next door to a commercial

nursery.

The project has gone from strength to

strength and NCRC chief executive Kelvin

Hughes added: "It has had a highly

productive first year of operation. All of our

outside growing beds are in place, the

orchard has been fully planted, rainwater

tanks constructed, access road and onsite

drainage repaired, commercial

greenhouse renovated and a fruit cage

constructed. The next stage is to install an

irrigation system. The vision and support of

Greenham Common Trust was

instrumental in the setting of the Growing

2gether Project. Their most recent

generous grant of £5,891 will enable us to

take the next step in developing the site

into an excellent resource that can support

participation in learning the skills of

growing local food for all members of the

local community and in particular those

who a learning or physical disability." 

For more information please contact 01635

299949 or visit  www.growing2gether.org.

Horticultural therapy
manager Julie Walker
teaching members in

the greenhouse

The Growing2gether
team pose for the
camera with their

newly grown plants

His Royal Highness
the Duke of Kent is

shown round the
greenhouse at the

Growing2gether

project
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The 500-year-old choir will be adding St

Nicolas Church, Newbury to its busy

annual programme of concerts and

overseas tours which includes a highly

acclaimed tour to the US earlier this month. 

Director of the Choir Dr Stephen Darlington

said:  "We are greatly looking forward to

singing at this very special event in aid of

two excellent cancer charities.  This concert

will be our first visit to Newbury for almost

20 years and in particular to St Nic's which

provides such a wonderful venue."

The first nine concerts have raised over

£130,000, which have been shared

between two vital cancer charities: The

Newbury & District Cancer Care Trust

Macmillan Cancer Support.

Mr Myles of Beedon, who has benefitted

from the Newbury cancer charity's support,

said: "A big thank you to the Newbury &

District Cancer Care Trust for providing the

great transport service and helping me

through my treatment.  It was such a relief

knowing that they were there and they did

such a great job."

Macmillan Cancer Support celebrates its

centenary this year and the charity's

national President, The Countess of Halifax,

will present the Appeal at St Nicolas

Church.

Concert organiser Alastair Ogilvie said:

"For some years we have considered

having a Cathedral Choir to present the

carols. We are so grateful to Greenham

Common Trust for funding Christ Church

Cathedral Choir's appearance in Newbury.

We very much hope that our existing

supporters will help with the usual

additional costs."

The concert takes place on Saturday 3rd

December at St Nicolas Church Newbury.

Tickets for the concert will be available

from early October and further details will

be announced before the tickets go on

sale.

Anybody wishing to sponsor the concert

should contact Mr Ogilvie on 07810 170210.
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St Nicolas Church,
Newbury

Christ Church
Cathedral Choir

The
prestigious

Christ Church
Cathedral
Choir will

perform at
the 10th

Newbury
Christmas

Cancer
Concert,

thanks to the
Trust



The one-stop-shop for the local voluntary

and community sector at the top of

Northbrook Street has 14 tenants and a

number of organisations using its excellent

consultation, meeting and conference

facilities, such as Next Step - the career's

advice and guidance service.

The Trust is currently refurbishing the

ground floor of Broadway House into high

quality space with the potential for a

number of community and commercial

uses. 

Greenham Common Trust Chief Executive

Stuart Tagg said: "Broadway House has

become a convenient hub for the local

voluntary sector and having organisations

under one roof makes services more

accessible for the public and cheaper for

local charities. We look forward to getting

the ground floor completed and ready for

occupation by the end of June."   

Broadway House has high quality

conference, consultation and meeting

rooms available at discounted rates for

local charities. Tenants and many other

organisations can make use of these

excellent facilites. For more information

Broadway
House - the
Trust’s
Newbury
centre for
voluntary and
counselling
services - has
filled its first
and second
floors after six
months of
opening 

please call the Trust's administrator Jill

Owen at Broadway House on 01635

760105 or visit www.greenham-common-

trust.co.uk.

If you are interested in renting space on

the ground floor of Broadway House

please contact Stuart Tagg on 01635

817444 or email enquiries@greenham-

common-trust.co.uk.

Tenants at Broadway House:

Second Floor 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau

First Floor
West Berkshire Minority Ethnic Forum

Empowering West Berkshire

West Berkshire Independent Living Network

Newbury University of the Third Age (U3A)

Swings and Smiles

Princess Royal Trust

Homestart West Berkshire

Cruse Bereavement Care

Crossroads Care

14:21 Time to Talk

Community Savings and Loans

Business Improvement District
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Conference Room
facilities at

Broadway House 

Broadway
House
Administrator
Jill Owen 



The Trust has purchased 695 lightweight

foldable music stands for schools in West

Berkshire which don't have access to such

equipment after the government

announced it would maintain grants this

year to help primary school children learn

an instrument for free. 

The stands will enable the children to learn

to read music rather than relying on

reading from classroom whiteboards or

balancing sheets or music books on their

laps.

West Berkshire Council's School

Improvement Advisor for Music Angela

Turton said: "The government has

extended a grant which will enable every

primary school child in West Berkshire to

learn a musical instrument for free in West

Berkshire for one year. But because many

schools didn't have music stands many

children were having to balance music or

their knees or had to rely on reading from

white boards. You can't take white boards

out when you perform out of school. The

stands also help children learn an

instrument faster." 

Another specific problem for some schools

was where to store the stands, so the

council asked the Trust if we could order

special fold up lightweight stands which

can be easily stored.

"The sooner children start to learn an

instrument the earlier they get the bug for

music," added Ms Turton. Whether it is for

a local ensemble or a district-wide play

day at Newbury Racecourse which is

happening again this summer, having

music stands gives children the opportunity

to participate in a professional capacity

and means they are part of a musical

culture.

The Trust has
bought music
stands for 45
local primary

schools to
help young

children learn
a musical

instrument

Music stands
give the
children the
chance to
learn a variety
of instruments

Music stands
give a
professional
approach to
outdoor
performances

"We are very grateful to the Trust for helping

young people to learn musical instruments

at an early age which is really important for

their development."

Greenham Common Trust Chief Executive

Stuart Tagg said: "The Trust is pleased to be

able to meet the requirements of West

Berkshire schools in giving children a great

opportunity to learn an instrument using the

proper and professional equipment." 
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The Sealed Knot is bringing history to life

as they re-enact the sights, sounds and

smells of the English Civil War over the

Bank Holiday weekend 28, 29 & 30 May

2011 at Newbury Showground.

The charity, which was formed in 1968, has

been able to put on the Battle of Newbury

event thanks to funding from Greenham

Common Trust. 

Discover what life was like for those who

had to leave their homes and take up

arms against their fellow countrymen.

Wander through the Living History camp to

see how the soldiers and their families

lived. Witness soldiers training to use

swords, muskets and pikes and visit some

of the tradesmen who accompanied the

army as it crossed the country.

In the afternoon soldiers with cannons and

cavalry will take to the field to re-enact the

1644 Second Battle of Newbury. You will

hear the cannons echo across the

battlefield, smell the smoke from the

gunpowder and watch the armies fight for

The Sealed
Knot is
bringing
history to life
at Newbury
Showground
this May,
thanks to
funding from
the Trust

ground, their beliefs and their lives.

Arthur Jackson, the Chairman of the

Sealed Knot, said: "The Sealed Knot and

Earl Rivers' Regiment (part of the SK) would

like to thank the Greenham Common Trust

for their grant. Sponsorship is a major

factor in ensuring the continuing work and

success of the Sealed Knot, a volunteer-led

educational charity."

In the build up to the main event local

residents can also look forward to: 

Saturday 14th May - 17th century, 24-

dish authentic Banquet at St Nicolas

Church Hall

Saturday 21st May - Royalist Forces

arrest the Mayor of Newbury and hold

him to ransom to raise money for Help

for Heroes

Sunday 22nd May - 17th century Church

Service at St Michael & All Angels,

Enborne 

Saturday 28th May 2011 - Parade of

soldiers in Newbury Town Centre

Further information for these events can be

found at www.battleofnewbury2011.org.uk
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Experience the
sights, sounds and

smells of a Civil
War battle

Photograph by
Raymond Gilbert ©



Newbury’s
popular
outdoor

events
programme
is back this

summer
with two

spectacular
performances
funded by the

Trust

The winter 
Lantern Parade

Transe Express
brought their
performance of
‘Mobile Homme’ to
the streets and skies
of Newbury during
the summer of 2010

The new Director of the Corn Exchange

Katy Griffiths said: “I’m really excited to be

working with the team here at the Corn

Exchange to develop the fantastic outdoor

arts programme that we have in Newbury.

It really is incredible to have these world-

class companies performing on our very

own doorstep, so make sure you keep an

eye out for the details of this Summer’s

performances which will be coming soon”

Family favourites such as the Halloween

Hullabaloo and winter Lantern Parade will

also be held again and become part of

Newbury's regular calendar of events.

Further details will be announced shortly.

please visit www.newburyevents.co.uk,

www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk, or

www.cornexchangenew.com for more

information.
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Newbury Corn Exchange is working with

the Town Centre Partnership and

acclaimed outdoor arts producer Simon

Chatterton to put on a varied programme

of family friendly events large and small

throughout 2011. The highlights will be two

major interactive productions, in the

summer and early autumn, which they

hope will see a repeat of the thousands of

people who flocked to see last year's

breathtaking performances.

The events are free to the public and

funded by Greenham Common Trust. 

The programme was conceived to provide

an opportunity for local residents who

perhaps would not normally get to

experience these kinds of cultural events

and to encourage more people into the

town to boost the local economy.  



The Trust welcomes feedback
on its charitable activities.  If
you have any ideas for
community projects we would
like to hear from you.  Please
contact our Communications &
Events Manager, Julian May,
with your comments on 01635
817407 or email
julian@greenham-common-
trust.co.uk

Ashton,
Thomas,

Mercedes,
Katherine and

many others
have a great
new place to
play, thanks
to the Trust

www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk

The Team at West Berkshire Mencap were

delighted to officially launch their fabulous,

wheelchair accessible, outdoor playground

which was funded with £50,000 after the charity

won Greenham Common Trust's Greenham Gift

last year.

The West Berkshire Mencap Outdoor Playground

was officially launched by Graham Mather,

Trustee of Greenham Common Trust, with the

assistance of Richard Benyon, MP and Ian

Grose, Mayor of Newbury.

"We are incredibly lucky to have an organisation

like Greenham Common Trust," commented

Leila Ferguson, CEO of West Berks Mencap.

"Over the years the Trust has helped develop the

charitable landscape locally and we have all

benefited in so many ways. To win the £50,000

grant we really had our whole West Berks

Mencap 'Family' involved - and we are delighted

now that we are able to play in our outdoor

playground." 

But the playground is not just swings and

roundabouts, added Leila. It includes sound

panels, a zip wire, spiral slide, climbing wall and

a trampoline which its members adore. The

outdoor play area complements the sensory

room and soft play areas at the West Berkshire

Mencap Centre, making the facilities fully

accessible for children and adults with learning

difficulties to enjoy whatever their age or ability. 

"We are very lucky - they are the best around

and bring enormous fun and happiness to our

growing West Berks Mencap Family," said Leila.

The playground is designed to encourage play

while aiding learning and physical exercise - it is

a great new place to play and is expecting to

see many happy, smiling faces over the coming

months. For more information about West

Berkshire Mencap please visit

www.westberkshiremencap.org

Kallum Ross plays
in the new
playground

Leila Ferguson, Ian
Mather, Ian Grose,

and Richard
Benyon with

volunteers and
clients in the new

playground


