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The Trust will
support more
local charities
& community
organisations
this year
thanks to a
welcome
boost to its

reactive grant
aid

Having fun at the
Dingley Family &
Specialist Early
Years Centre

the common good

The Trust is awarding well in excess of
£300,000 in its fwo reactive grant rounds
in 2011 and with the voluntary sector still
feeling the pinch from the recession the
extra money will be a welcome boost to
local resident's lives.

Nearly 60 local charities and community
organisations across West Berkshire and
North Hampshire received funding in the
autumn grant round.

The Trust is particularly keen on helping
disadvantaged members of the
community.

Ufton Court Educational Trust received
£18,000 to help build one of seven log
cabins which would provide
accommodations for up to 32 local
children to experience outdoor
environmental education programmes.
Director of Ufton Court Education Trust
Mary Riall said: "West Berkshire has
identified 1,843 disadvantaged children
who would benefit from repeated visits
that not only provide experiences of a new
rural environment but also will raise
aspirations and self confidence that can
have a profound impact on their lives."

£4,500 went to
Dingley Family
& Specialist
Early Years
Centres for
parenting
programmes to
help children
with special
needs and
disabilities
learn through
play.
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£5,000 went to Wessex Children's Hospice
Trust (Naomi House) towards a specialist
community outreach nurse.

£5,891 went to Growing 2Gether
horticultural therapy project to install an
irrigation system.

£2,500 went to Motor Neurone Disease
Association Reading and West Berkshire
Branch for drop in sessions, newsletters,
lunches, awareness raising events and
complimentary therapy sessions.

£1,860 went to Contact the Elderly to
support older people in the community and
improve their quality of life.

Over £30,000 went to local education
projects.

£5,000 went to Hungerford Royal British
Legion to replace the Legion's leaking roof.

£5,000 went to Berkshire MS Therapy
Centre for one-to-one physiotherapy
sessions for local members.

Trust chief executive Stuart Tagg said: "Our
two rounds of reactive annual grants assist
many charitable organisations to help local
people lead happier and healthier lives as
well as giving disadvantaged people
opportunities they would not normally have
access fo."

The Trust's next grant round opens today
(January 6th) and the closes on February
11th. Please call Melissa Elliott for any
advice and assistance on 01635 817445.
Applications forms will be available online,
by post or from the Trust’s offices.



The Trust has
decided not to
run the
Greenham Gift
in 2011 and
will instead
increase its
reactive grant
rounds by
£86,000.

Stuart Tagg and
David Appleton from
the Trust hand over
the Care Three
minibus to Chreanne
Montgomery-Smith
and Shirley Tayor
(Alzheimer's Society),
Christine Eeley
(Princess Royal Trust),
Laura Belcher
(Crossroads Care) &
Jane Taylor (Care
Three): Greenham
Gift 2008 winner

Kallum Ross plays in
West Berkshire

Mencap’s
playground:
Greenham Gift 2009
winner

The Greenham Gift, which started in 2006,
has been a great opportunity for the public
to get involved and vote for worthy local
causes to have the opportunity to win up to
£50,000.

However, the number of applications and
general interest has not been as high as
the Trust was anticipating. Although there
are around 170,000 people in the Trust's
area of operation only around 1% of this
number have actually voted.

Following a public consultation in the
Newbury Weekly News and on the Trust's
website, which only received a handful of
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responses, it has been decided not to run
the Greenham Gift in 2011.

The £86,000, which would have been
available to the Greenham Gift winner and
runners up, will instead be put into the
reactive grant rounds starting in September
2011.

Greenham Common Trust chief executive
Stuart Tagg said: "The Trust felt the public
interest in the Greenham Gift was not great
enough to warrant running the event in
2011. Any organisations that had intended
to apply for the Greenham Gift can still
apply for the funds in September. The
funds will still be there - it's just the process
that's changing.

“We do value public opinion on this. If you
missed the recent consultation or have an
idea to enable us to improve on the
Greenham Gift we would welcome your
thoughts."

Winners over the years have been:

2006 - Newbury & District Caring for
Carers for a caravan to enable 1,760
holiday breaks for carers

2007 - Wash Common Jubilee Play Park

2008 - Care Three Project (joint partnership
of Newbury Crossroads, Princess Royal
Trust and the West Berkshire Alzheimer's
Society) to buy a minibus

2009 - West Berkshire Mencap for an
outdoor play area

2010 - West Berkshire Alzheimer's Disease
Society for a dementia outreach service

If you have any views on the Greenham
Gift or have any ideas to create an
alternative funding stream please call
Julian May on 01635 817407 or contact
julian@greenham-common-trust.co.uk



These events, funded by Greenham
Common Trust, have included French
theatrical companies Quidams and Transe
Express, British company Periplum and
most recently involved hundreds of local
children in the creation of a magical winter
lantern procession.

Ruth Cadiot, Deputy Director of the Corn
Exchange, which has been managing the
events programme with arts producer
Simon Chatterton and Newbury Town
Centre Partnership, said: "Feedback has
been hugely positive, with many audience
members experiencing outdoor arts events
like this for the first time - and for free
thanks to funding from Greenham
Common Trust. Each event has also helped
to contribute to Newbury's economy
through attracting visitors to the town
centre and shifting perceptions of what the
town is like."

The most recent event, a lantern
procession in December 2010, saw the
creation of over 400 tissue paper lanterns
at workshops in schools, the local library
and the town hall. Dutch brass band 'Salt'
worked with community musicians to
create a finale fanfare, which took place
against a backdrop of fireworks in the
Market Place.

With funding in place for the next year of
events, plans are being laid for more
remarkable productions over the coming
months leading up to a special project in
2012.

2011 will see a major spectacular event
bringing the history of the two Battles of
Newbury during the English Civil War alive.

The event is being organised by The Earl
Rivers Regiment, the Newbury based

members of the re-enactment charity the
Sealed Knot and will be held at Newbury

Showground on the weekend of th 28th -
30th May .

This will be complemented by various
smaller events, including educational visits
to schools, in the build up to the battle re-
enactment.

Please look out for more information on
the Outdoor Events Programme at
www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk.

For more information on the Battle of
Newbury event please visit
www.thesealedknot.org.uk website.

The hugely
successful
Newbury

outdoor arts
programme
attracted over
2,500 people
at each of the

spectacular

and unusual
public events

The Sealed Knot
practising battle
re-enactments

Photograph by Rusty
Aldwinckle
© The Sealed Knot

December Lantern
Procession in the
streets of Newbury

French theatrical

company Quidams

enthralled
Newbury
audiences in
December 2009



The Trust buys
a Thatcham
property to
enable a local
charity to
provide
transitional
homes for
vulnerable
young adults
coming out of
the care
system

The Hon. Mary Bayliss,
Lord Lieutenant of
Berkshire,

officially opens
Cornerstone

Sir Peter and
Lady Michael
at the opening
ceremony

Trust Chairman Sir Peter and Lady
Michael, Lee Dillon, Town Mayor of
Thatcham, Graham Pask, Chairman
of West Berkshire Council, Lorna
Hunt, Head of West Berkshire
Council Children's Services, and
workers with young people leaving
care were among the party at the
official November opening of
Cornerstone, the new Trust funded
residential care property in Thatcham.

The Trust has invested over £200,000 for
the property and carried out repairs so it
could be transformed by local charity
Children's First West Berkshire, to create
supported residential units for young
people to learn the necessary skills to
become independent.

Children 1st West Berkshire trustee John
Stone said: "Cornerstone is a pilot scheme
and the first of its kind in the country. It is a
learning house for 18 to 21 year olds; a
bridge to independence for young people
who have been in care in West Berkshire. It
was a dream of ours and couldn't have
happened without the generosity and
kindness of Greenham Common Trust and
the hard work of the Trustees of West
Berkshire Foster Carers Association's
Charity Children 1st West Berkshire.

Julian May from the Trust added:

“It was brought to the Trust's attention that
there was an issue for young people
coming out of the care system for the first
time. This project aims to provide a safe
transition for children coming to the end of
their care arrangements. This means they
can successfully integrate into mainstream
society, become self sufficient and make a
positive contribution to society as a whole.

"Children 1st West Berkshire is expert in this
area and we are very pleased to be able
to assist them in providing accommodation
so they can run this service."



West Berkshire Council has agreed a 999-
year lease to transfer Greenham
Community Centre to Greenham Common
Trust to improve community facilities for
local people.

The Trust will be investing over £150,000 to
refurbish the building, which is currently in
a poor state of repair and is difficult to hire
out for functions. This will include installing
a new kitchen and toilets.

The Community Youth Project has recently
opened a youth club, activities and training
programme for young people at the
Community Centre in Greenham, which
has already significantly reduced anti-
social behaviour in the area.

The Trust has supported Community Youth
Project for over a decade now and has
recently bought a minibus to widen its
extra-curricular activities. The minibus is
shared with The Castle School.

It is also proposed to allow the Community
Youth Project to take on the day-to-day
management of the multi-use games area
which has been operated by the Willows
School, allowing it to be opened during
evenings and weekends.

Pamela Bale, West Berkshire Executive
Councillor for Partnerships said: "These
arrangements ensure the important

1

sy o
B - =,

community facilities are more available and
usable for local people. | am very pleased
that our discussions with the school and
Greenham Common Trust have proved so
positive."

Stuart Tagg, Chief Executive of Greenham
Common Trust, added: "Greenham
Common Trust is a great supporter of
innovative initiatives like this which are so
valuable to the local community. The
Community Youth Project has already done
a fantastic job at getting the community to
work together in Greenham and we wish
them and their partners all the very best in
making the community centre a huge
success.”

Jenny Mclntyre, Youth and Community
Worker at Community Youth Project, added:
“"Community Youth Project will work in
partnership with the local community to
ensure that these two facilities are used to
their full potential at the heart of the
Greenham neighbourhood. We look
forward to the community centre receiving
this much needed financial investment."

The Trust
takes on 999
year lease for
Greenham
Community
Centre

to improve
community
facilities for
local people

Youth and
Community
Worker at
Community
Youth Project,
Jenny
Mclintyre

Former
Greenham
youth worker
Andy Griffiths
and local
children
outside the
Community
Centre




The Trust
funds a state-
of-the-art
skate park
and new play
equipment in
Newbury’s
Victoria Park

An exciting and
challenging state of the
art skate park

for Newbury
Photo courtesy of West
Berkshire Council

Victoria Park and the
Kennet and Avon Canal

Newbury Town Council and Greenham
Common Trust are funding a state-of-the-
art replacement of the steel skate park and
new play equipment in Victoria Park.

The Trust has agreed to contribute
£100,000, which will be split between
contributing to the cost of the skate park
and to provide new equipment for the
children's play area in the park.

The current skate park has come to the
end of its useful life and would have had to
close down completely this winter unless a
new skate park could be provided. The
new facility will cater for the needs of a
wider user group including Skate / BMX /
Inline and Scooters of varying levels of
experience. Once complete it is hoped that
local and national competitions will be held
on the facility.

Maverick Industries has been selected to
install the skate park. The Victoria Park
Skate Park User Group was actively
involved in creating the design criteria and
believes that the selected design fully
meets their requirements. Maverick
Industries has a wealth of experience
building skate parks and come with
excellent references. They have developed
some very innovative designs for other
councils and the proposed skate park
design for Victoria Park is no exception. A
construction start date has yet to be
agreed, but it is expected that the new
skate park will be fully operational by
March 2011.

Councillor Ifor Sheldon said: "Newbury
Town Council is very grateful for the
support of Greenham Common Trust which
has enabled us to provide an exciting,
innovative and challenging skate park for
children of all ages in Newbury. I'm
confident that the new skate park will be
very popular and will create one of the
best facilities in the south of England.”

The Trust is very pleased to be able to help
provide these major improvements for
children of all ages in Victoria Park.

Both schemes will be completed in 2011
and funding for the play area has also
come from the Government's Playbuilder
scheme.



Greenham Common Trust will once again
host its popular outdoor opera at Newbury
Racecourse on Saturday, 11th June 2011.

After a record breaking audience of over
1,500 people last year, the Trust has invited
professional and dynamic company Opera
Brava back with a cast of national and
international singers to perform Puccini's
finest score, 'La Bohéme'.

The Trust invites the whole family to bring a
picnic, take in the surroundings and enjoy
this enchanting production, for just a
fraction of Covent Garden prices.

Opera Brava director Bronek Pomorski
said: "This is an evening of high quality
entertainment that should not be missed!"

Set in Paris in the 1830's amongst
impoverished Bohemians, this operatic
masterpiece centres around the tragic love

affair between the seamstress, Mimi and
the poet Rodolfo. The music is
overwhelmingly beautiful and passionate
and the final scene is guaranteed to move
audiences to fears.

Performed by experienced national and
international singers, drawn from all over
the country, the cast includes Gillian
Webster who has performed Mimi at
Covent Garden with Roberto Alagna,
Daniel Meades who has performed all
over the world, John Lofthouse Marcello
fresh from singing at Glyndebourne, Mark
Beesley and Geofferey Moses, Soloists at
Covent Garden and Amanda Buckland
singing the enchanting role of Musetta.

The Trust is also funding Opera Brava's
education programme - a week's
rehearsals with the Willows School in
Greenham culminating in a stage
performance of Prince Caspian at Newbury
Racecourse on Friday, June 10.

Tickets cost just £10 (£8 for students and
OAPs) and under-16s go free. To book

please visit www.cornexchangenew.com or

contact Newbury Corn Exchange on 01635
522733.

For more information about the 2011
Opera for All performance please visit
www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk

The Trust

will once
again delight
music lovers
at the 2011
Opera for All
event at
Newbury
Racecourse

Opera Brava’s
production of 'La
Bohéme'

The audience
enjoys a glorious
summer evening of
picnics and music at
Opera for All 2010
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The Trust has supported the Newbury Weekly
News' Over 80s Parcel Fund for the past six
years and a donation of £2,500 has just been
made for the 2010 appeal.

The Trust has also recently agreed to funding
the Parcel Fund for a further three years (2011 -
2013) and raised the grant to £3,000.

The food parcel campaign which we know
today started 100 years ago by giving tea and
tobacco to the disadvantaged of Newbury.

It's a great local tradition and the Trust is
pleased to support it.

The Trust's funding for Newbury Spring
Festival, over a three year rolling
programme, will pay for the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra concert on May 7th
at St Nicolas Church, The Great Gilbert and
Sullivan Show at the Corn Exchange on
May 8th, a smaller concert, The
Sheepdrove Piano Competition and the
free tickets for young people scheme.

The Trust is a major supporter of the arts
and also funds Southern Sinfonia's
volunteer work with local schools as well

as the Younger and Older Musician of the
Year Competitions. The Trust also provides
funds for the Open Studios annual
exhibition, subsidises New Greenham Arts
and the Corn Exchange and provides an
instrument loan scheme to give the less
well off the opportunity to learn an
instrument.

A £500 grant was also recently made to
secure the services of the poet Victor
Richards to perform as part of Black History
Week.

The Trust
promises to
help local

over 80s

= for the next
.- three years

Volunteers

hard at work
Photos courtesy of
the Newbury
Weekly News

The Royal
Philharmonic
Orchestra
in concert

The Trust
continues to
support
Newbury’s
major music
and culture
event
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