
"Greenham Common Trust appreciates that these are

very difficult economic times, particularly for the

voluntary sector. Through the Trust's careful

management of its main asset -  New Greenham Park

- we have been able to increase our commitment to

local community groups and charities in terms of

providing grant aid and support in kind as well as a

number of key projects like our new centre for local

voluntary and counselling groups at Broadway House which

has just opened in Newbury. The Trust was set up to improve the

lives of local residents and we are very proud to have given over £13m to

local good causes. There are a number of ways we can help, not just through funding. Please

get in touch to find out more or if you have an idea for a charitable project."
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With local organisations struggling to meet

overheads in the difficult economic climate

the Trust agreed to buy a £1.5m property

and create a modern shared facility where

charities and counselling groups can

deliver a more efficient service in

partnership and save money.

Broadway House, the 13,000 sq ft former

Vodafone building near the Clock House in

the Broadway, is a three-storey, purpose-

built facility with consultation rooms,

conference facilities and meeting room

space. These will be available to tenants

and external clients.

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau is

the anchor tenant at Broadway House and

will occupy the top floor. The first tenants to

move into the shared office space on the

first floor will be the counselling service for

young adults, 14-21 Time to Talk, and

Homestart West Berkshire, a support and

mentoring charity for local families.

Homestart West Berkshire's Senior

Organiser Lynne Doherty said: "Being right

in the centre of Newbury enables both our

volunteers and our families to drop in and

see us and having other charities under

one roof means we can draw on their

expertise and experience." 

14-21 manager Nicola Maskell added:

"Greenham Common Trust has been

extremely supportive in facilitating the

move and has provided excellent

accommodation. Our new office allows us

to provide the very best of care and

support to young people who face a wide

range of issues and needs."
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The local branch, which wants to use the

money to set up an outreach service for

people with dementia in the Lambourn

Valley area, was up against Naomi House,

St Finian's Catholic Primary School and

Bradfield Sunshine Club in the most closely

contested Greenham Gifts ever. The three

runners-up each received £8,000 and a

fourth runner-up, Crossroads Care, chosen

by the audience at the Greenham Gift

event at the Corn Exchange, was also

awarded £8,000. 

The four finalists, which were chosen by

the public online this year as well as being

published in the Newbury Weekly News,

had to give presentations and take

questions from the audience before they

voted for a winner. There were just two

votes separating the winner from the

runners-up in the final vote.

Alzheimer's Society spokesperson,

Chreanne Montgomery-Smith, said: "It's

wonderful, we are thrilled. We do have the

worry that people in rural areas are under

diagnosed and under supported because

West
Berkshire
Alzheimer's
Society
walked away
with £50,000
this summer
after winning
the Trust's
Greenham Gift
2010

Photo:
Chreanne

Montgomery-Smith
and Jean Bundock
receive the Trust’s

cheque for £50,000
on behalf of West

Berkshire
Alzheimer’s Society

Photo:
Les Summers,

Alzheimer’s sufferer,
with Gillian Durrant,

then Mayor of
Newbury, Ann

Summers and David
Danielli of the

Vodafone
Foundation

they are terrified of being diagnosed. There

is so little support for them that their

outlook is very bleak." 

She asked a third of the audience to stand

up to illustrate the shocking statistic that a

third of the population over the age of 65 is

likely to die with dementia. 

Mrs Montgomery-Smith added that

creating access to some of the positive

services such as Singing for the Brain,

which she pioneered in Newbury, and

Gardening for the Brain, will make a

significant difference to Lambourn Valley

residents' lives.

She said people are afraid to be labelled

as having Alzheimer's or dementia and

said that it is important to engage people

so that they can do things for themselves.

The support worker being employed with

part of the Greenham Gift money will help

to empower people. 

Former Alzheimer's carer, Jean Bundock of

East Garston, who called upon the

assistance of the Alzheimer's Society for

her late husband Bill, said: "The more we

talk about it, it lessens the stigma and it's

getting so much better. It made such a

difference to Bill and me. It's not just the

person with Alzheimer's - it's the carer." 

Ann Summers has been caring for her

husband Les since 1999 when he was

diagnosed with Alzheimer's aged just 62.

Despite overcoming the challenges of

dementia they've been committed to

understanding dementia and helping

others with the condition by donating their

time to volunteering and raising

awareness of dementia.

They were both recognised for their

contribution to the community with a Civic

Award from Newbury Town Council in 2007.
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The extra cash windfall will mean local

organisations and communities will benefit

from over £300,000 of reactive Trust grant

aid this year. The Trust has just opened its

autumn grant round which, along with

West Berkshire Partnership's support, will

see local community organisations in West

Berkshire benefit from over £225,000. 

The Trust was established in 1997 to

safeguard Greenham Common from future

development and to transform a former

nuclear airbase into an award-winning and

sustainable business park which generates

charitable income for the local community.

Over the last 13 years the Trust has given

over £13m to help local good causes. 

A major grant recipient in the last round

was St George's Church, Wash Common

which was awarded £30,000 from the

Trust and £12,500 from West Berkshire

Partnership to help make the church the

first in the country to run entirely on

renewable energy. Local church members

raised a staggering £115,000 towards the

project. Project Fundraising Manager Tom

Linley said "We are very grateful for the

tremendous support from the local

community. If it wasn't for Greenham

Common Trust we would not have been

able to generate the extra funding we

need to complete the project."

£14,000 - West Berkshire Citizens Advice

Bureau's rural outreach programme

£10,000 - St Mary's Church, Speen to build

a kitchen in the church hall

£10,000 - local Guides, Scouts and Brownie

groups

£8,000 - local sports clubs

£37,500 - improve health and well being in

the district

£21,000 - disability charities

£23,000 - arts organisations

£23,500 - counselling, advocacy and

support organisations

The Trust is
giving a
£50,000
funding

boost to help
local charities
struggling to
secure grant

aid in a
difficult

economic
climate 

As well as funding important major

projects in the district, the Trust also helps

smaller organisations such as Ecchinswell

Home School Association, which took all

75 pupils from the local primary school to

attend a behind-the-scenes trip to the

pantomime and workshop thanks to the

Trust.

For more information and to get an

application form call or email Melissa Elliott

on 01635 817445 or melissa@greenham-

common-trust.co.uk or vist

www.greenham-common-trust.co.uk. The

deadline for applications for the autumn

round is October 8th. 
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The latest in a series of events sponsored

by the Trust to allow local residents to

enjoy the arts saw families tucking into

picnics on a glorious summer evening as

they watched Opera Brava's sparkling new

production of Mozart's ‘The Magic Flute’,

accompanied by an acclaimed orchestra. 

With tickets at just £5 in advance, thanks to

the Trust's support, the audience were

treated to a  professional performance at a

fraction of Covent Garden prices.

It is the second year Sussex-based Opera

Brava has performed at the racecourse

after last year's performance of ‘The

Marriage of Figaro’ proved such a success.

Many families made a full evening of the

performance, arriving early to enjoy the

wonderful setting of Newbury Racecourse

on one of the hottest days of the summer. 

Opera Brava's vibrant production, all sung

in English, included an international cast of

world-class singers with American tenor

Ted Schmitz as Tamino, soprano Amanda

Forbes as Pamina and Amanda Buckland

as Queen of the Night.

Directed by Michael Gieleta, who has a

wealth of experience including credits at

the Royal Opera House and Glyndebourne,

the musical talent was led magnificently

under the baton of Jeremy Silver as

conductor and musical director. 

Opera Brava's co-founder, Bronek

Pomorski, said: "It was a really

magical evening and we

were thrilled to return to

Newbury Racecourse. We'll

be back next year with

another fabulous

production when we'll look

forward to working with the

Trust again." 

A record
audience of
over 1,500
enjoyed a
night of open-
air opera at
Newbury
Racecourse

Greenham

Common Trust chief

executive Stuart Tagg added: "This is a

unique opportunity for the whole family to

experience a world class opera for just £5.

The Trust wants to give the whole

community access to this exciting cultural

and musical experience. So if you've never

been to an opera before why not come

down and enjoy a wonderful evening out." 

The Magic Flute performance was part of a

weekend of opera at the racecourse

organized by the Trust. Opera Brava also

ran an opera workshop with more than 70

children from The Willows Primary School

in Greenham in which the youngsters

learned a specially-commissioned opera

based on CS Lewis' classic The Lion, The

Witch and The Wardrobe in just five days. 

The children, aged 8 to 11, performed the

opera for parents and friends at the

racecourse, with full stage lighting,

costumes and make-up. Headteacher

Alexandra Butler said it was an incredible

achievement for many of the children who

had never experienced theatre or sung in

a stage performance before. 

"It was a phenomenal success. We are so

grateful to have been given this

opportunity. To be able to prepare and

perform a full production in just one week

is a fantastic achievement for everyone

involved and I am very proud of them.

Congratulations must also go to pupil

Samantha Ho for her wonderful winning

programme design," she added. 
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The Trust has purchased a former

residential home for the elderly adjacent to

St John's Church in Newbury and has just

finished refurbishing and converting it into

good quality accommodation for seven

vulnerable people. 

The building is being leased to West

Berkshire Mencap which will then manage

individual occupancy arrangements for

young adults with learning disabilities.

The project will provide a long-term home

for six people with special needs and a

training suite for one person with a mild

learning disability for a period of two years.

The training suite will then be let to another

person with a mild learning disability for

the next two years. 

Each of the living quarters will have a

bedroom, en-suite shower room and a

living room with some kitchen facilities. 

The remaining common areas of the

building will also form the base for West

Berkshire Mencap's new Domiciliary Care

Agency which is being set up.

Once the Agency is established and is

providing support to the tenants in the

house, it is expected that the service will

be further developed to provide outreach

West
Berkshire

Mencap is
working with

the Trust to
develop its

first supported
living centre

for young
people with

learning
disabilities
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Heffernan
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Photo:
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communal
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Heffernan
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support to other people with a learning

disability in West Berkshire and the

surrounding areas.

West Berkshire Mencap's chief executive,

Leila Ferguson, said: "Greenham Common

Trust has enabled this to happen and the

home will be a wonderful example of

partnership working, which will benefit

people with learning disabilities in this area." 

Harry McAuley will be the first tenant to

move into the new centre. His mother Maria

McAuley added: "We are looking forward,

as parents, to this facility being offered to

our son. We hope this will be a flagship for

West Berkshire Mencap, providing modern

living accommodation for young adults with

special needs in this very exciting new

project." 

West Berkshire Mencap wants to recognise

the dedicated support of its president

Aurthur Herffernan and his wife Jean and

intends to name the centre after them. 

When completed, the Trust's investment in

the project will be over £500,000. 

Anyone interested in more information

about the project can contact West

Berkshire Mencap on 01635 41464 or visit

www.westberkshiremencap.org 
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A £150,000 new climbing wall is available

in the prestigious new activity centre

Adventure Dolphin in Pangbourne thanks

to partnership funding from Greenham

Common Trust.

The old Dolphin Centre had reached the

end of its useful life and was demolished

in May 2009. The new building has

received plaudits from users as well as the

wider community for its creative design

incorporating an indoor climbing wall, fully

accessible facilities and first floor

community room with panoramic views

over the Thames.

The completion of the rebuilding marks the

end of successful partnership working to

fund the project. West Berkshire Council

supported the overall rebuilding with over

£1 million, along with £300,000 support

from the Adventure Dolphin Charity of

which £150,000 came from Greenham

Common Trust to enable the construction

of an indoor climbing wall.

The services manager of Youth Services at

West Berkshire Council Mark Vernon said:

"The inclusion of the climbing wall will

significantly enhance the facilities within

the centre enabling additional activities

to be accessed by users."

Managed by West Berkshire Council

Youth Services, the activity team based at

the Dolphin Centre are able to deliver a

comprehensive programme of water

and land based activities for young

people in the local community, as well as

customised programmes for school

students.

The Trust pays
for a new
climbing wall
built at
Pangbourne’s
state of the
art activity
centre

Photo: 
Canoeing at the
Dolphin Centre

Photo: 
Adventure Dolphin’s Jen
Dennis, summer activity
co-ordinator, and Dave

Foley, activity worker

"Whether it is for young people who have

never been in a canoe before, or leading a

group of teenagers on an outdoor

adventure programme in Europe, the

Activity team can develop a programme

customised for participants," added Mark.

The Adventure Dolphin Centre in

Pangbourne is the latest in a long list of

major Trust grant recipients, including

£575,000 to help save the Watermill

Theatre in Bagnor, over £600,000 to

refurbish the athletics track at Crookham,

£450,000 for a digital Xray machine at

Newbury hospital, £550,000 to the Pelican

Cancer Foundation in Basingstoke and a

£2m purpose-built shared centre for local

charities at New Greenham Park. The Trust

has also pledged £100,000 to help

construct a new skate park and play area

at Victoria Park in Newbury.

More info

For further information, please contact the

Dolphin Centre on 0118 984 3162, or 

Email adventuredolphin@westberks.gov.uk
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Empowering West Berkshire (EWB), a new

partnership organisation set up to support,

assist, and develop organisations in the

Voluntary and Community Sector in West

Berkshire, has been launched in Newbury.  

Based initially at New Greenham Park,

EWB will soon be joining a number of other

community organisations in the newly

refurbished Broadway House, which has

just opened and is owned and managed

by Greenham Common Trust.

A part-time Community Support Manager,

Isobel Collyer, has been recruited and

began work with EWB in June. Isobel has

an extensive background of working in the

voluntary sector in London, and

understands the issues that VCS groups

face. She has a parallel career in the

performing arts.

EWB will work in partnership to provide

training, assistance with funding bids,

advice on governance issues, network

opportunities and other practical help to

community groups, charities and voluntary

organisations across the district.

Empowering West Berkshire is managed

by the Greenham Common Trust, West

Berkshire Minority Ethnic Forum and David

Danielli [formerly Community Relations

Manager at Vodafone).  EWB is an

independent organisation which has the

support of Greenham Common Trust, the

Volunteer Centre West Berkshire, Mencap,

Berkshire Association for Children and

Young People and West Berkshire Council.

Ruwan Uduwerage-Perera, Director of EWB

said: "Empowering West Berkshire will give

undivided attention to the needs of the

voluntary and community sector in the

area of which we know that funding,

Empowering
West Berkshire

set up to
support, assist,

and develop
organisations

in the
Voluntary and

Community
Sector

Photo: 
Isobel Collyer

by Wendy Dallimore

Photo:
Ruwan Uduwerage-
Perera

identifying and retaining volunteers, and

networking are the most important. The

practical help that it will be able to give will

be particularly important given the new

economic and financial environment we

are entering. Isobel is getting out and

about in the community and is already

helping groups address their particular

challenges."

More info

If you are interested in helping to shape

the future of the voluntary sector in West

Berkshire or would like more information

about EWB, please contact Isobel Collyer

on 07584 474289, email

isobel@empoweringwb.org.uk or visit the

website at www.empoweringwb.org.uk
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After buying Greenham Common and

creating a business park on the former

military and nuclear airbase, the Trust

commissioned the Royal British Society of

Sculptors to hold an international

competition in 1998 to create new pieces of

public artwork. 

Icelandic artist Gudrun Nielsen's design

was chosen from over 150 international

entries to create the site specific piece of

artwork at the entrance to the park.

The first piece of artwork, commissioned as

part of the same competition, was Michael

Kenny's 'Broken Symmetry', which was

unveiled at the entrance to the Enterprise

Centre in December 1999 by Beatles

drummer Ringo Star. 

Now, after 12 years of overcoming design,

planning and site issues, 'Changes' is

finally in place. 

The sculpture comprises nine individually

folded cor-ten steel pieces representing the

creation and dismantling of a fighter plane.

Each piece is set on a concrete plinth,

which includes recycled concrete and

‘Changes’,the
winning

design of the
Trust's

international
sculpture

competition,
takes pride of

place at the
entrance to

New
Greenham

Park

reinforcement taken from the longest

runway in Europe after it was dug up to

restore the common.  The nine-part 2x24

metre-long weathered steel sculpture is set

on the grassed area at the main entrance

to the business park off the A339 and is

easily visible from the surrounding area. 

Gudrun, who has had sculptures exhibited

in the Design Museum in London and the

Millennium Dome as well as a site-specific

water sculpture commissioned by

University College London, said she was

relieved and elated that 'Changes' was

finally finished. 

"It has been an exciting journey for me and

I am grateful for the support of Stuart Tagg

and Paul Craggs from Greenham Common

Trust. I would also like to thank my

husband who has always been at

my side and Barry Goillau and

his team from Benson-Sedgwick

Engineering in Dagenham, who

has done a fantastic job

fabricating my work," she said. 

Gudrun, who lives in Kópavogur,

a suburb of Reykjavík, added:

"Both the form and name 'Changes'

reflects the history of Greenham

Common Airbase. Like a simple origami

paper fold, it expresses the folding and

unfolding of the past. At one end of the

nine-part steel sculpture, the form is like

unfolded paper, that then folds further step

by step on the concrete plinths into a

fighter plane and unfolds again." 

Greenham Common Trust chief executive

Stuart Tagg added: "'Changes' serves as a

reminder to the public of the restoration

and transformation of a former military

and nuclear airbase back to common land

and the creation of a business park which

not only boosts the local economy but

benefits the local community. It is a very

simple but poignant piece of work." 
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